Reports from Societies by unknown
ULSTER MEDICAL SOCIETY
THE opening meeting of the Society was held on the 3rd November, when the
retiring president, Professor W. W. D. Thomson, introduced Dr. John McCloy to
the chair. After thanking Professor Thomson and the fellows and members of the
Society for conferring the honour of presidency upon him, Dr. McCloy then referred
to the losses which the Society had sustained during the previous year from the
deaths of members and fellows.
Malcolm Brice Smyth, who died on the 21st December, 1937, was the son of a
doctor and one of a family of doctors, all distinguished members of their profession
in Belfast. After graduating in Dublin University, he returned to his native city,
where, notwithstanding the calls of an extensive practice, he gave generously of
his time and skill to the Maternity and the Children's Hospitals as one of the
honorary visiting staff. Not much interested in public affairs,. his occasional hours
of leisure found him out with a rod or a gun. He held a high place in the esteem
and affection of his patients and friends.
The long and useful life of Thomas Kennedy Wheeler, who died on 29th
December, 1937, in his ninetieth year, formed a link between past and present
generations of Ulster medical men, in more senses than one, for he was the son
of a doctor as well as the father of doctors. Three years after his father's term
of office as president of this society, Thomas Kennedy Wheeler took his M.D.
degree in the old Royal University. He was very successful in a large general
practice as well as being on the surgical staffs of the Royal Victoria Hospital and
the Ulster Hospital and acting as Medical Officer to the Methodist College.
Esteemed for his ability by patients and colleagues alike,he combined a dry detached
humour with a gentleness that endeared him to patients: and those who knew him
will remember his courage in personal sorrow and the spirit which enabled him
in a time of failing health to continue his interest in his favourite game of bowls.
John Rusk, a former vice-president of this Society, died on the 26th January
in his seventy-fifth year. After graduating in the Royal University, he spent some
time doing post-graduate work in Vienna, and then returned to Belfast, where his
ability gained him an extensive practice. He served for a time as Lieutenant in
the Royal Army Medical Corps during the Great War, although he was then over
age. He was devoted to literature; and as a bowler had an international reputation;
and he had a popularity that extended far beyond the wide circle of his personal
friends.
James Joseph Murray,. a graduate of our university, died on the 4th April last.
He was medical officer of the dispensary and the union infirmary in Downpatrick,
where he had also a large private practice. He was quiet in manner and amiable
in disposition, and was held in affectionate esteem by his colleagues and by his
patients rich and poor.
David Peter Gaussen, who died last May, was a descendant of an old Huguenot
family. After passing through the Royal University with distinction, he did some
post-graduate work in London, and then settled in Dunmurry, where he quickly
gained a fine practice and was appointed dispensary medical officer. Before retiring
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an active member of our Society and held the office of president during the session
of 1906-7. Although over age, he did his bit in the Great War as temporary
officer of the Royal Army Medical Corps in the hospital ship Britannic. The
affection and esteem in which he was held by colleagues, patients, and friends were
founded on his professional ability, his sterling character, and his goodness of heart.
Our hearts are full of sorrow at our most recent loss, and I cannot speak of it
without a feeling of pain. Sir Robert James Johnstone died on the 26th October.
He was talented above most, and he gave of his gifts widely, generously, and
unsparingly. Outstanding in professional ability, eloquent in speech, grave in
manner but with a saving grace of humour, kind and sympathetic in disposition,
he was notable wherever he went. He possessed an individuality, but an individuality
of that rare type which blended well in the society of fellow-men, and h-e inspired
not only esteem but affection. Well-read in literature and in the book of life, and
wise in counsel, such was the quality of the man that a decision was rarely taken
on any matter of professional importance without first seeking his advice. The
mortal man has gone from amongst us, but he has left a cherished and undying
memory.
One of his oldest friends has likened him to the doctor as described in this
passage from Robert Louis Stevenson:
"There are men that stand above the common herd: the soldier and the sailor
not infrequently; the artist rarely; the surgeon or physician almost as a rule-
He is the flower of our civilisation; and when the stage of man is
done with and only remembered to be marvelled at, he will be thought
to have shared as little as any in the defects of the period and most notably
exhibited the virtues of the race-Generosity he has such as is possible to those
who practise an art, never to those who drive a trade; Discretion tested by a
thousand secrets; Tact tried in a thousand embarrassments; and what are more
important, Heraclean cheerfulness and courage; and so it is that he brings air
and cheer into the sick-room, and often enough, though not as often as he wishes,
brings healing."
The president then proceeded to the subject of his opening address: "In the
By-ways of Medicine." The full text is published elsewhere in this number of the
Journal. At the conclusion of the address a vote of thanks was proposed by Dr.
Gardner Robb and seconded by Professor W. J. Wilson.
The second meeting of the Society was held on the 17th November, the president
occupying the chair. The title of Professor Biggart's address was "Diabetes
Insipidus." He said that the history of our knowledge of diabetes insipidus dates
from the time of Willis (1674). Since then theories about the origin of this symptom
have passed through several distinct phases. Following the observations of Claude
Bernard that polyuria of low specific gravity followed piqfire of the floor of the
fourth ventricle, it was at first considered to be the result of lesions in the posterior
cranial fossa. Then the experiments of Schafer, Magnus, and Hering (1905-10)
suggested that "pituitric" had an effect on the renal output, and whilst there was
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whether the syndrome was the result of hypo- or hyper-acidity of the posterior
pituitary, post-mortem findings showing lesions in the neighbourhood of this gland
began to accumulate. Whilst the idea that deprivation of pituitrin was responsible
for the polyuria, was gaining weight and some experimental support, Camus and
Roussy reproduced the syndrome in dogs by puncture of the floor of the third
ventricle. At the onset of this research, therefore, the position was that the
syndrome could be reproduced by a lesion of the nervous system, but could be
generally controlled by the administration of pituitrin. Following a review of the
anatomy of the pituitary and hypothalmus, the anatomical findings in eight human
cases were summarised. In five of them the pituitrin controlled the polyuria.
In these five the lesions found were localised in a position to interrupt
the supraoptic-hypophyseal nervous tract to the pars nervosa, and had
destroyed completely this part of the pituitary gland. In two of these cases the
damage to this nerve pathway had resulted in marked atrophy of the pars nervosa,
suggesting that this pathway had a definite influence on this structure. In these
patients the polyuria was not controlled by pituitric, and in these the lesion involved
not only the anterior hypothalmus, but extended to destroy the nuclei of the tuber
cinereum.
The syndrome has been experimentally reproduced in fourteen dogs, and the
findings in these animals support the suggestion arrived at from a study of the
human material, that contemption of the supraoptic-hypophyseal tracts results in a
cessation of the manufacture of the anti-diuretic hormone. Studies of human cases
and experimental material also show that the anterior pituitary plays an important
r6le in the development of the syndrome.
At the conclusion of Professor Biggart's address there was a discussion among
fellows and members, in which the following took part: Dr. Boyd Campbell, Dr.
JR. Marshall, Prof. C. G. Lowry, Prof. Barcroft, Dr. W. A. Anderson, Mr. G. A. B.
Purce, Mr. C. H. G. Macafee, Dr. F. B. Elwood, and Dr. H. Hilton Stewart.
The third meeting of the Society was held on 1st December, the president taking
the chair. Dr. Douglas B. M. Lothian read a paper entitled "From the Case Book
of a Medical Psychologist." A full account of this appears elsewhere in the present
number. The paper was followed by a discussion, in which the following took
part: Dr. J. A. Smiley, Dr. Carlyle-Gall, Dr. R. S. Allison, Dr. Olive Ancderson,
Dr. F. B. Elwood, and Dr. H. Hilton Stewart.
The fourth meeting of the Society was held on the 8th December, the president
again occupying the chair. The following fellows presented short papers on case
reports: Mr. G. D. F. McFadden, "Torsion of the Appendages of the Testis";
Mr. Ian Fraser two cases, (a) "Pubertas Praecox" and (b) "Diphallus"; Professor
J. H. Biggart, "Cushing's Syndrome"; Dr. J. A. Smiley, "Regional Sweating."
At the conclusion, the subjects of the addresses were then thrown open for discus-
sion, and the following fellows and members spoke: Dr. F. M. B. Allen, Dr.
R. S. Allison, aud Dr. R. H. Hunter. R. S. ALLISON,
University Square, Belfast. Hon. Editorial Secretary.
61BELFAST MEDICAL STUDENTS' ASSOCIATION
THE Belfast Medical Students' Association continues to be the foremost club in
Queen's. The office-bearers for the year 1938-39 are as follows-President: Mr.
Ian Fraser, M.D., M.Ch., F.R.C.S.Eng. and I.; Vice-Presidents: Messrs. A. G.
Buick and B. E. McConnell; Hon. Secretary: Mr. G. I. W. Lusk; Hon. Treasurer:
Mr. W. J. D. Cooper.
The meetings held since the opening of the present term began with the
presidential address, "Foreign Bodies." This was an interesting, instructive, and
amusing account of various types of foreign bodies which had entered the body
by "intention, accident, or surgical assistance." The speaker interspersed his
address with numerous cases from his own experience. It was followed with the
keenest interest.
The second meeting of the term was a Services Night, held on 10th November.
The speakers were Air-Commander Tyrrell (R.A.F.), Lieut.-Commander F. A.
MacLaughlin (R.N.V.R.), and Major Emerson (R.A.M.C.). Each speaker put be-
fore the meeting the aspects of life in the various branches of their respective
Services. It was indeed a great honour for the Society to welcome back in his
Alma Mater that distinguished Queensman, Air-Commander Tyrrell, and he was
given a great reception.
A very amusing meeting was held on 29th November, when the subject was
"Specialisation" and the speakers were Professor C. G. Lowry, Professor J. H.
Biggart, Dr. Robert Marshall, and Dr. Hunter (Dunmurry). The hall was packed
to capacity, and the audience enjoyed the repartee and banter of the speakers, who
entered into the spirit of the sub-title, "Here's tae me-wha's like me?"
Dr. Donlan, President of the College of Surgeons, is to address the Society on
13th January, 1939, and the annual dance will be held on Friday, 27th January,
in the Students' Union. It promises to be an unparalleled success.
G. I. LUSK, Hon. Secretary.
BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION
NORTH-EAST ULSTER DIVISION
THE first meeting of the Division was held in Coleraine on 24th October, 1938.
Dr. J. M. Hunter, chairman, presided. The question of arranging a course of
lectures on A.R.P. work was postponed indefinitely, pending further information
from the Northern Ireland Branch.
A letter from headquarters regarding further steps to be taken in connection
with the local emergency committee formed at the last meeting was read, and
after discussion it was decided to leave the matter in the hands of Dr. Huey of
Bushmills. The programme of future meetings was discussed! The chairman
then gave a most interesting address on "Medical Practice Through the Ages."
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raine. A vote of sympathy to Lady Johnstone on the death of Sir Robert Johnstone
was passed, the members standing. Dr. Huey reported that he had taken no further
steps regarding the recently formed emergency committee. The secretary submitted
a letter from headquarters, asking for volunteers to lecture on the Association's
general medical services, but none of the members present was prepared to under-
take the work. A letter from the Northern Ireland Branch regarding the establish-
ment of a central sanatorium for the Six Counties was discussed. The following
resolution was passed unanimously: "That the present arrangements for the
institutional treatment of patients suffering from pulmonary tuberculosis are un-
satisfactory. It is the opinion of the meeting that a central sanatorium for Northern
Ireland should be built, or alternatively that three separate sanatoria should be
provided. In the latter event the sites and scope of the institutions should be
determined by the appropriate public bodies after giving full consideration to the
recommendations of the tuberculosis officers."
Two films were shown by courtesy of Petrolager Ltd.: "Emergency Operations"
and "Colles' Fractures." A silver collection was taken in aid of Ratheane Hospital.
Hanover Place, Coleraine. G. BATEMAN, Hon. Secretary.
BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION
NORTHERN IRELAND BRANCH
IHE opening meeting of the session took place on 24th November last, when Dr.
T. B. Pedlow introduced Mr. S. T. Irwin as the new president of the Branch. He
referred to Mr. Irwin's outstanding position in the surgical world, not only in
Ulster but in Great Britain; to his place in the realm of sport, and to the esteem
in which he is held among his colleagues. Mr. Irwin's first duty was to make
suitable reference to the loss by death of distinguished members during the past
year. He spoke in feeling terms of the deaths of Dr. Malcolm Brice Smyth, Dr.
T. K. Wheeler, Dr. R. Watson, Dr. J. Rusk,. Dr. J. J. Murray, Dr. J. G. Cooke,
Dr. D. P. Gaussen, and Sir Robert Johnstone. Mr. H. L. Hardy Greer then
mentioned a letter which he had received from Lady Johnstone, explaining that
when Sir Robert had been presented with a cup at the conclusion of the Annual
Meeting of the Association in 1937, he had expressed the wish that it should
eventually become the property of the Branch. Lady Johnstone hoped, as the
Branch did not possess a chain of office, that the cup would be accepted and
handed on from president to president at the opening meeting of each session,
and be in his possession during his year of office, and be displayed at meetings
and on formal occasions. Lady Johnstone's gift was much appreciated, and Mr.
Irwin accepted the custody of the memento for his year in the presidential chair.
Mr. Irwin then proceeded to the topic of his address, and explained that it was
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of his colleague, Mr. R. J. McConnell. The film showed the preliminary stages
of the operation of treating fracture of the neck of the femur by the Smith-
Petersen Nail, dealing with the identification of important anatomical features,
anwsthetic, etc. The placing of the guide-wire in position as checked by radio-
graphy, and the insertion of the nail, were shown very clearly. There followed a
most interesting series of pictures of patients who had been treated by this par-
ticular method, demonstrating the comfort experienced by elderly patients within
forty-eight hours of operation, and the successful restoration of function within a
few weeks. The Whitla Institute was filled to capacity, and the large audience
joined in the appreciation as expressed by Mr. A. B. Mitchell and Dr. David
(ray, who proposed and seconded the vote of thanks to Mr. Irwin.
Members of the Branch have been interested in the series of articles which
appeared in the "Belfast Telegraph" during October and November, and which
were contributed by members of the Branch. The publication of these articles
in their final form was facilitated by the services of Mr. A. W. Haslett, the Public
Relations Officer of the Association at Headquarters, and by the courtesy and
consideration shown by the editorial staff of the newspaper. Negotiations are
proceeding towards obtaining the series of articles in pamphlet form for distri-
bution to members and others who would be interested in them. Should this be
feasible, it is proposed to send a copy of the British Medical Association's scheme
of a General Medical Service for the Nation along with it.
The international crisis last September brought forward the value of the voluntary
register prepared by the Association of the present position of medical men and
women and their intentions in the event of a national emergency. The use to
which this register can be put in such an event became obvious, and, had events
not taken a different course, there is no doubt that valuable use could have been
made of it. It is hoped that every doctor will by now have replied to the request
for up-to-date information, so that there may be a one hundred per cent. response.
Actually a record as to ninety-five per cent. of the medical profession is available
in the registers.
An interesting decision was made by his Honour the Recorder of Belfast, that
the whole of the subscription to the funds raised for the financing of the 1937
annual meeting is allowable as an expense in making income tax assessments.
The Branch has had under consideration the subject of the treatment of tubercu-
losis in Northern Ireland, and has obtained views from the Divisions in Northern
Ireland as to the re-organisation of the service on lines which would provide
the most modern treatment to all patients throughout the Six Counties.
It is many years since the Branch held a meeting outside Belfast. This session
it is hoped to revive the custom of holding one of the meetings in Londonderry.
The date and programme have not been finally settled, but it is suggested that an
afternoon meeting towards the end of March would be most suitable.
F. M. B. ALLEN, Hon. Secretary.
73 University Road, Belfast.
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